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Post-War Japan


Japan was devastated after World War II. Major sectors of the economy such as transport, industries, and agriculture were significantly affected. Occupation by Allied Powers began in 1945 and ended in April 1952.  Many changes were experienced which is the primary focus of this paper that is based on Osamu Dazai’s short story, Merry Christmas. It will look into post-war Japan with a specific emphasis on changes that have taken place and where none has. It presents an in depth analysis of the democracy, the social space, the economy, politics as well as the culture. I will present if Japan has changed after ww2, what Dazai thinks of post-war Japan, his reasons and alternative arguments to the same. I will also look at the characters, their thought regarding the same and also present my thoughts.
From my research, I have come to the conclusion that many sectors of Japan’s history and culture have substantially changed .This change is felt in the social settings, in the economy, in the technological world, the agricultural and health sectors. In the social sector, dissemination of education, the rise of commerce, the growth of the small-scale industry, the growth of cities and change of a status-ordered system has greatly been felt.  


The writer think that Tokyo has not changed at all. He describes it as “a picture of effervescent gloom” in page 224. He presents the city as a desolate one with no hope and cheer. Having left for slightly less than a year, he thinks the city looks neither worse nor better. He appreciates the fact that a few physical differences exist but is fundamentally the same. 

The infrastructure is dilapidated. This can be seen in the run-down movie theatre. The streets are also described as narrow, dark with muddy patches. The apartment where Shizueko and her mother lived is dilapidated. The writer describes it as “a terribly shabby, barrack-like apartment”. The food shortage was also a big problem before the war started. Shizueko and her mother had to relocate to Hiroshima where they could find plenty of good food. Physical change is that which affects the form of a place. This could include changes in infrastructure, type of commodities sold and agriculture. Fundamental change refers to the core basic principles that guide a community. This could include a culture of love, harmony, hard work, patriotism and generosity. These represent the cornerstone of the community and may remain intact even when physical changes occur. 
The social space has not undergone much change either. Kasai is annoyed by the kind of jokes at the eel stall. He terms them as having no concept which constitutes their sense of humor. This is common in Japanese settings and seems to have continued to the post-war period. Going to the movies is also a culture that has lived on in spite of the sorry condition of the theatre. The reading culture is also alive. Kasai and Shizueko’s mother usually discussed the book, Ariel. He still buys books which is what he was doing while he reconnected with the woman he once pursued. The art of gift giving also seems to have stood the test of time. Kasai always bought Shizueko a gift whenever he visited, something he still does when they meet. This generosity is also brought out by her mother who gave him more than enough alcohol when he visited. It is thus clear that the deep ingrained culture of the Japanese especially in the social sector is yet to change. The community is still guided by the same principles in spite of other changes. 

The United States led Allies in the occupation and rehabilitation of Japan after its defeat in World War II. This saw the change of Japan to a liberal and democratic state. In 1945, the secret police was abolished. This saw the country make strides in a democracy with some of the convicted criminals being reinstated to their political positions. After the occupation, Japan joined the Western Bloc. The animosity between the country and the United States was brought to an end by signing of the security treaty. This led to stable growth starting from 1973.  


Many changes took place from 1945 to 1947 where, in a bid to punish Japan, the Allies punished war criminal in Tokyo. The army was also dismantled with former military officers being banned from joining politics. Massive land reforms were also introduced. This saw the powers of wealthy landowners reduced, benefiting the tenant farmers who constituted the majority. MacArthur, in a bid to transform the economy to a capitalist one, broke up large business cartels. As postulated by (Cook, D. A. 2016) this gave power back to the common citizen and freed them from control by the high and mighty. This saw the economy grow. However, there was an economic crisis in the late 1947 and early 1948. There were major concerns about the spread of communism. This led to a reconsideration of occupation policies commonly referred to as the reverse course. The economic rehabilitation of Japan was the primary concern until 1950. Controlling the economy, tax reforms and a shortage of raw materials were at the core of these reforms.  These changes affected the political landscape of Japan as well as the physical environment. 

Another significant change was the introduction of a new constitution and the principle of sovereignty. This saw the emperor’s powers reduced to that of a symbol of power without political control. More power was vested with the parliament leading to more civil rights, women empowerment and renouncement of the right to wage war (Kubota, 2015). The patriarchal family system was abolished and the nuclear adopted which was founded on equality of sexes. Tenancy on agricultural land was abolished paving the way for land reforms. Labor unions were established which saw many people register as members. There is a great probability that had social change not happened; economic growth would not have been achieved. 


The technological revolution is another element of change. This can be equated to the industrial revolution. This has been felt in the energy, transport chemicals, machinery and communication sectors. There was, however, a dependency on western technology around 1960. The average time spent by Japanese watching television is about two and a half hours per day. 


Culture is another aspect that changed post-war. Initially, the government was not sensitive towards human rights. The media was rigidly censored of any controversial topics such as race and any anti- American statements (Morris, Shimazu & Vickers, 2015). This has drastically changed as it now works to promote these rights for its citizens. However, the culture that took root soon after the war was not very different from what is there currently. Social mobility led to the thriving of the education sector during the post-war sector which has continued to expand. 


When Japan’s political and economic future was considered stable, a formal treaty was conceptualized to bring to end the war and occupation. This saw Japan’s self-defense force established which was welcomed by most Japanese. The United States was comfortable in the country’s readiness for self-governance. 

In spite of all the above changes, it is argued that westernization and modernization are very different. Westernization implies indigenous culture being replaced by western civilization and their functions were taken over. Modernization, however, means that the cultural system is remolded into a new mode. According to Oros (2017) adoption of western clothing, food, housing and hairstyles by Japanese can be considered westernization. However, the role played by the new culture are almost similar with those fulfilled by the indigenous substitutes earlier. Other changes such as airplanes, television sets, bureaucratic systems and communication devices can be seen as modernization since they tend to broaden one’s sphere and outlook. This tends to expand the outlook, worldviews and thinking and can be viewed as remolding the old systems into a new form. 


Japan’s religious values and national unity have been maintained successfully. The high level of education before modernization also contributed to rapid modernization. Catholic priests who came to Japan in the sixteenth century contributed to the growth of education. The study of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Many-shu were also practiced. Tadataka made a map of Japan without the use of any advanced instruments which showed little difference form modern maps. Patalano (2015) opines that these pre-existing forms of education made it possible for the spread of formal education. The laid the foundation on which modern education was built. Religion can thus be seen as one of the major tools of change and one that helped spread formal education. This education brought people together, fostered interaction and hence unity. They laid the ground work for formal education. 

Japanese culture had been derived and fostered from foreign cultures. After the Mongolian invasion in the years 1274-1281, the autonomy of this culture became even stronger though foreign cultural elements were used to express these cultural aspects. It is argued that Japan’s modernization was rushed to protect the country from being colonized by Western countries and to amend unbalanced treaties with other nations. 


In conclusion, many sectors of Japan’s history and culture have substantially changed after the war. This change is felt in the social settings, in the economy, in the technological world, the agricultural and health sectors.  With a lot discipline and commitment, Japanese pulled themselves up after the war and transformed the country into a strong economic force and a democratic nation. This saw them achieve things most thought impossible giving them an overwhelming source of achievement and a great source of hope for the future. In the social sector, dissemination of education, the rise of commerce, the growth of the small-scale industry, the growth of cities and change of a status-ordered system has greatly been felt.

Kasai, however, feels that the country has remained the same. He claims that few physical changes exist, but the country fundamentally remains the same. This could be as a result of the book’s setting which is close to the years after occupation by the Allies. However, some of the basic elements of the Japanese culture have stood the test of time such as painting which has been practiced in Japan for long, the calligraphy, ikebana, the kimono among others. The hence provide the basis for modernization which plays the role of making systems easier but based on some traditional principles. However, many things have changed in post-war Japan. 
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